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Synopsis

Human activity during centuries of occupation significantly altered the landscape inhabited by the
ancient Maya of northwestern Belize. In response, the Maya developed new techniques to harvest
the natural resources of their surroundings, investing increased labor and raw materials into
maintaining and even improving their ways of life. In this lively story of life in the wetlands on the
outskirts of the major site of La Milpa, Julie Kunen documents a hitherto unrecognized form of
intensive agriculture in the Maya lowlandsé "one that relied on the construction of terraces and
berms to trap soil and moisture around the margins of low-lying depressions called bajos. She
traces the intertwined histories of residential settlements on nearby hills and ridges and agricultural
terraces and other farming-related features around the margins of the bajo as they developed from
the Late Preclassic perios (400 BC-AD 250) until the area’s abandonment in the Terminal Classic
period (about AD 850). Kunen examines the organization of three bajo communities with respect to
the use and management of resources critical to agricultural production. She argues that differences
in access to spatially variable natural resources resulted in highly patterned settlement remains and
that community founders and their descendents who had acquired the best quality and most diverse
set of resources maintained an elevated status in the society. The thorough integration of three lines
of evidencea "the settlement system, the agricultural system, and the ancient environmenta "breaks
new ground in landscape research and in the study of Maya non-elite domestic organization. Kunen
reports on the history of settlement and farming in a small corner of the Maya world but
demonstrates that for any study of human-environment interactions, landscape history consists

equally of ecological and cultural strands of influence.

Book Information

Series: Anthropological Papers (Book 69)

Paperback: 173 pages

Publisher: University of Arizona Press (January 1, 2004)
Language: English

ISBN-10: 0816522359

ISBN-13: 978-0816522354

Product Dimensions: 8.5 x 0.5 x 11 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)
Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #4,630,174 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #80 inA Books > History >



Americas > Central America > Belize #891 inA Books > History > Ancient Civilizations > Mayan

#3363 inA Books > Textbooks > Humanities > History > Latin America

Download to continue reading...

Ancient Maya Life in the Far West Bajo: Social and Environmental Change in the Wetlands of Belize
(Anthropological Papers) Preclassic Maya Pottery at Cuello, Belize (Anthropological Papers) The
Nature of an Ancient Maya City: Resources, Interaction, and Power at Blue Creek, Belize
(Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory) Hydrology and Global Environmental Change
(Understanding Global Environmental Change) Cahal Pech, the Ancient Maya, and Modern Belize:
The Story of an Archaeological Park (University Research Lecture ; 9th) A Diverse Homonoid Fauna
from the Late Middle Pleistocene Breccia Cave of the Tham Khwan Socialist Repubic of Vietham
(Anthropological Papers of the) Change Your Habits Change Your Life: Break Your Bad Habits,
Break Your Addictions And Live A Better Life (Change Your Life, Stop Smoking, Stop Drinking, Stop
Gambling, Stop Overeating) The Lost History Of Aztec & Maya: The History, Legend, Myth And
Culture Of The Ancient Native Peoples Of Mexico And Central America: Olmec, Maya, ... Zapotec,
Toltec, Mixtec, Totonac, Aztec Chronicle of the Maya Kings and Queens: Deciphering The
Dynasties of the Ancient Maya Perspectives on the Ancient Maya of Chetumal Bay (Maya Studies)
The Complete lllustrated History of the Aztec & Maya: The Definitive Chronicle of the Ancient
Peoples of Central America & Mexico - Including the Aztec, Maya, Olmec, Mixtec, Toltec & Zapotec
Egyptian Mythology: Discover the Ancient Secrets of Egyptian Mythology (Egypt, Ancient Egypt,
Ancient Civilizations, Gods, Pharaohs, Ra, Isis, Set) (Ancient Civilizations and Mythology) FAR/AIM
2016: Federal Aviation Regulations/Aeronautical Information Manual (FAR/AIM series) FAR-AMT
2017: Federal Aviation Regulations for Aviation Maintenance Technicians (FAR/AIM series)
FAR/AIM 2017: Federal Aviation Regulations / Aeronautical Information Manual (FAR/AIM series)
FAR-AMT 2015: Federal Aviation Regulations for Aviation Maintenance Technicians (FAR/AIM
series) BELIZE Country Studies: A brief comprehensive study of Belize Social Security: Time for a
Life of Leisure - The Guide of Secrets to Maximising Social Security Retirement Benefits and
Planning Your Retirement (social ... disability, social security made simple) America’s Wetlands:
Guide to Plants and Animals (America’s Ecosystems) Wetlands (Audubon Society Nature Guides)

Dmca


http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/read-book/L2b7q/ancient-maya-life-in-the-far-west-bajo-social-and-environmental-change-in-the-wetlands-of-belize-anthropological-papers.pdf?r=Osf8px2U4vG2YnSCWKYblJxq2r9Vnjfiy3u41DjOd%2F4%3D
http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/dmca

